
St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church 
 

A National Historic Landmark ~ Founded April 1869 
Celebrating over 150 Years of Tradition 

 

1930 West 54th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44102 
Parish Office:  216-631-5633 Fax:  216-631-5634 

Website:  ststephencleveland.org    Email: ststephendh@gmail.com 

 

 

Metro Catholic Parish School 
1910 West 54th Street 
216-281-4044 
 
Sisters of Notre Dame Convent 
1891 West 57th Street 
216-631-0754 

First Sunday of Lent — February 21 and 22, 2026 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those wishing to become Catholic are encouraged to contact the Parish Office  
at 216-631-5633. 
 

New Parishioners — Please contact the Parish Office to register.

Saturday: 4:15-4:45pm  
Sunday: 9-9:30am (or by appointment) 
 

Baptism 
The bapƟsm of infants and children under 
the age of seven is celebrated monthly. 
Call the Parish Office to Register. 
 

Marriage 
Weddings should be arranged with the   
Pastor at least 6 months in advance. 
 

Contact the Parish Office to arrange.  

 
Saturday 5:00pm  
Sunday 8:00am & 11:00am  
 

 
1st Sunday of every month: 11:00am 
 

 
See full schedule inside BulleƟn

Holy Hour, Confession and  
BenedicƟon — Wednesdays: 7:00pm 
Rosary — Sundays: 9:00am 
1st Friday Mass & BenedicƟon: 6:30pm 
1st Saturday Mass & Lecture: 9:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday thru Friday 9am-5pm 
Closed Saturday/Sunday/Holidays 

 

Pastor: 
Rev. Caroli B. Shao, A.J.  
Parochial Vicar: 
Rev. Benjamin Koka, A.J.  
Latin Mass Celebrant: 
Rev. Bede Kotlinski, OSB  
German Mass Celebrant: 
Rev. S. Michael Franz (Ret.)  
 
Parish Staff  
 

Church Secretary: 

Church Accountant: 

Maintenance: 

Organist: 

Cantors: 

Latin Schola Director: 
Nathan Marinchick and MaƩhew Eccher 
St. Vincent de Paul: 
Maureen Easley 



This Week’s Church Services 

CELEBRANT & LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

All Sundays at 9:30am & Holy Days: Rev. Bede Kotlinski 

Contact the Parish Office at 216-631-5633 to schedule a Mass 
intenƟon.  The customary sƟpend (offering) is $10.00. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
FEBRUARY 28, 2026—MARCH 1, 2026 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22, 2025 
 

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/ 
 Mt 4:1-11 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15  
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 

Daily readings at hƩps://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 

 
Celebrant: 

Lector: 
EM: 

Acolyte: 

5:00PM MASS 
 

Fr. Benjamin 
Glenn Sneed 
Jean Gandee 

Ben Kost 

8:00AM MASS 
 

Fr. Benjamin 
Elaine Ann Cara 

 

11:00AM MASS 
 

Fr. Benjamin 
Tony & KaƟe Ganzer 

Diana Lipfird 
Ralph Capistrano 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
FEBRUARY 21, 2026—FEBRUARY 22, 2026 

 
Celebrant: 

Lector: 
EM: 

Acolyte: 

5:00PM MASS 
 

Fr. Caroli 
Russ Nieling 
Jean Gandee 

Ben Kost 

8:00AM MASS 
 

Fr. Caroli 
Lou Ockunzzi 

11:00AM MASS 
 

Fr. Caroli 
Sarah Elena 

Dianna Hosta 
Ralph Capistrano 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Brother Kevin Cush—VocaƟon to Priesthood and Religious Life 
Sean Homcy—VocaƟon to Priesthood 

Abbé Nicholas Johanni—VocaƟon to Priesthood 
Sister Rose-Marie (Rose Johanni) of the Passion of the Royal Heart, 

Burning Furnace of Mercy 
First Responder—Lt. Timothy Maffo-Judd 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

We welcome all Parishioners and Visitors to Mass at St. Stephen.  
 

The Confession schedule is as follows—  
Saturday: 4:15—4:45pm —Church—Confessional box 
Sunday: before 9:30am Mass —Church—Confessional box 

 

Please call the Parish Office to schedule a private Confession.   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, February 21, 2026—Church  
Vigil of the First Sunday of Lent 
5:00 PM   † Norbert J. Hannibal 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday, February 22, 2026—Church 
First Sunday of Lent 
  8:00 AM   † Dolores Bompiedi 
11:00 AM   †† Emily and Jerry Wuensch 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday, February 23, 2026—Rectory Chapel 
Lenten Weekday 
6:30 PM   Hannah Smith 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, February 24, 2026 
Lenten Weekday 
6:45 AM   LaƟn Mass (Church)  † Richard Burgess 
6:30 PM   (Rectory Chapel)  † Edward J. Heben, Jr. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026—Church 
Lenten Weekday 
6:30 PM   Living and Deceased Members of the McGuire and  
   Healy Families 
7:00-8:00 PM  Confession, Holy Hour, BenedicƟon  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday, February 26, 2026—Church 
Lenten Weekday 
6:30 PM   LaƟn Mass — James and Kathleen Price 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, February 27, 2026—Church 
Lenten Weekday 
5:00 PM   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
5:30 PM   StaƟons of the Cross 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, February 28, 2026—Church  
Vigil of the Second Sunday of Lent 
5:00 PM   † Fran Corbin 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday, March 1, 2026—Church 
Second Sunday of Lent 
  8:00 AM   Bryce Albertson 
11:00 AM   German — † Thomas Hayne 

Ray Ardire  
Doris Bealis 
Berly Blankenship 
Janina Bruozis  
Thomas John Cables 
Ruth Casto 
Julio Castro 
Rosemary Diemer 
MarƟn Eland 
Karen Fisher  
Kyoko Fry 
Harry Tom Graef 
† Robert Gunn 
Susan HaƩa 
Tadaaki HaƩa 
Raymond Hawley 
Katharina Hayne 
Barb Helon 
Debi Hess 
Agnes Hogan 
Horie Family 

Dianna Hosta 
Jim 
Kiki Kelley 
Kai Kirk 
Joe Kolecki 
Katharina Kosmalski 
Kosmerl Family 
Karen Kranstueber 
Fr. Kropac 
Sr. Jane Lab 
Sr. Linda 
Ruth MarƟn 
Maureen Masterson 
Chuck MaƟas 
KaƟe McClain 
Rob McClain 
Abbie McCoy 
Rita McDonald 
Steve McElroy 
Victoria Miller 
Mother and Daughter 
in Crisis 

Kazuyuki Nagashima 
Jessie Noelker 
Tom O’Donnell 
Maria Papp 
Christopher A. Park 
Paul 
Greg Ray and Family 
Herb Rielinger 
Herb Rodriguez 
Rick Salvatore 
Irene Schroeder 
Maureen Sciarrino 
Michael Sherman 
Glenn Sneed 
Sharon Sneed 
Evelyn Trucks 
Fr. Albert Veigas 
E. K. Wade 
Noel Walters 
Devon Zink 



MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22, 2026 
 

Sun, Feb 22 Schola PracƟce (CR) ............................... 8:00am 
Thurs, Feb 26 RCIA/OCIA (SFR) ..................................... 6:30pm 
Fri, Feb 27 Fish Fry (School Cafeteria) .............. 4:30-7:00pm 
 English Mass (C) ..................................... 5:00pm 
 StaƟons of the Cross (C) ......................... 5:30pm 
 

(C) Church • (CR) Club Room • (R) Rectory • (SFR) St Francis Room 

First Sunday of Lent — February 21 and 22, 2026 

~ Fr. Caroli Shao, A.J. 

REFLECTION 
In today’s gospel, Jesus is tempted three Ɵmes, aŌer which the 
devil leaves Him. In a way, the spiritual life is like the physical 
life, in that we grow tougher through repeated acƟon. AŌer 
liŌing weights repeatedly, our physical strength increases, and 
we can overcome progressively complicated challenges. It is the 
same with our spiritual life. An old gospel song says, “Yield not 
to temptaƟon, for yielding is sin. Each baƩle will help us to 
win.” Scripture says, “resist the devil and he will flee” (James 
4:7). Lenten season is a Ɵme to resist the forces of evil, for  
conversion, for repentance, for renewal, for overcoming global-
izaƟon of indifference and enter a new chapter where we  
recognize the difference between oneself and the other,  
between one lifestyle and another, between oneself and God. I 
invite you today, dear friends, to uƩerly abandon the “wisdom 
of the devil” that sets traps that pull us into sin, and also pon-
der that reality of “divine foolishness” in the work of salvaƟon 
that free us from sin. “This is the Ɵme of fulfillment. The king-
dom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” This 
Lenten season let us then listen aƩenƟvely to Him, resist the 
devil’s voice, repent and truly believe the good news. 

Treasures and Traditions 

The Tower Lights are being illuminated 
during the month of February 

 

In Memory Of  

† Thomas Hayne 
† Creighton R. Hayne 

 

Please remember them in your prayers 

 

FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
                 OFFERTORY COLLECTION                     

 

General CollecƟon ........................................... $1,643.00 
          Children ......................................................... $3.00 
Ash Wednesday .................................................... $42.00 
Building Fund ....................................................... $45.00 
Candles ................................................................. $71.00 
Candlemas (from 2-Feb-26) ............................... $145.00 
Ecclesia Nostra ................................................ $3,665.12 
Organ Repairs ....................................................... $20.00 
UƟliƟes ................................................................. $20.00 
Diocesan: Black and Indian Missions ...................... $2.00 

 

Thank you all for your generosity! 

The Observance of Lent 
Though the divine mysteries whereby our Savior wrought our 
redempƟon have been consummated, yet are we sƟll sinners: 
and where there is sin, there must be expiaƟon.   
The apostles, therefore, legislated for our weakness by insƟ-
tuƟng, at the very commencement of the ChrisƟan Church, that 
the solemnity of Easter should be preceded by a universal fast; 
and it was only natural that they should have made this period 
of penance to consist of forty days, seeing that our divine Mas-
ter had consecrated that number by His own fast. St. Jerome, 
St. Leo the Great, St. Cyril of Alexandria, St. Isidore of Seville, 
and others of the holy fathers, assure us that Lent was insƟtut-
ed by the apostles, although, at the commencement, there was 
not any uniform way of observing it.… 
“The observance of Lent is the very badge of the ChrisƟan war-
fare.  By it we prove ourselves not to be enemies of the cross of 
Christ. By it we avert the scourges of divine jusƟce. By it we gain 
strength against the princes of darkness, for it shields us with 
heavenly help. Should mankind grow remiss in their observance 
of Lent, it would be a detriment to God’s glory, a disgrace to the 
Catholic religion, and a danger to ChrisƟan souls. Neither can it 
be doubted that such negligence would become the source of 
misery to the world, of public calamity, and of private 
woe” [Encyclical Non ambigimus, Pope Benedict XIV].  More 
than two hundred years have elapsed since this solemn warning 
of the Vicar of Christ was given to the world; and during that 
Ɵme, the relaxaƟon he inveighed against has gone on gradually 
increasing. How few ChrisƟans do we meet who are strict ob-
servers of Lent, even in its present mild form? 
And must there not result from this ever-growing spirit of  
immorƟficaƟon, a general effeminacy of character, which will 
lead, at last, to frighƞul social disorders? The sad predicƟons of 
Pope Benedict XIV are but too truly verified. Those naƟons, 
among whose people the spirit and pracƟce of penance are 
exƟnct, are heaping against themselves the wrath of God, and 
provoking his jusƟce to destroy them by one or other of these 
scourges—civil discord, or conquest. In our own country there 
is an inconsistency, which must strike every thinking mind: the 
observance of the Lord’s day, on the one side; the naƟonal in-
observance of the days of penance and fasƟng, on the other...  
The word of God is unmistakable: unless we do penance, we 
shall perish (cf. Lk. 13:3). But if our ease-loving and sensual gen-
eraƟon were to return, like the Ninevites, to the long neglected 
way of penance and expiaƟon, who knows but that the arm of 
God, which is already raised to strike us, may give us blessing 
and not chasƟsement? — Commentary from The Liturgical Year by 
Dom Prosper Guéranger O.S.B.  

Upcoming Collection: Black & Indian Missions 

Today, our parish will take up the 142nd annual NaƟonal Black 
and Indian Mission CollecƟon.  Our support of this collecƟon 
helps build the Church in African American, NaƟve American, 
and Alaska NaƟve communiƟes from coast to coast including 
our diocese.  School, parish religious educaƟon programs and 
diocesan ministries depend on your generosity to help them 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  You can help meet unmet 
needs with a generous contribuƟon today.  For more infor-
maƟon, go to hƩps://blackandindianmission.org/.  Thank you 
for your support!   



Parish Announcements 

The combined GoƩscheer Heimatchor/STV Bavaria choir will 
sing Michael Haydn’s “Deutches Hochamt” (“German High 
Mass”) at the 11:00am German Mass on March 1. 
Michael Haydn (1737-1806) was the younger brother of famed 
composer Joseph Haydn.  In 1762, Michael Haydn received an 
appointment as a concertmaster in Salzburg, where he re-
mained for 44 years.  During that Ɵme, he wrote over 360  
composiƟons, including the “Deutches Hochamt” (1793).   
From their mutual Ɵme in Salzburg, Haydn was acquainted with 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who held his work in high esteem. 
[paraphrased from Wikipedia, hƩps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Michael_Haydn] 

March 1 — German Mass Choir 

Sã. AÄ�Ù�ó A���ù VÊ��ã®ÊÄÝ - C½�ò�½�Ä�, O«®Ê 
If you are a male between the ages of 20-45, and 
are curious about BenedicƟne living, and would 
like to discern a possible vocaƟon to religious 
life, we invite you to join us for a day of prayer, 
work and discernment. We will take you through 
a day in the life of a BenedicƟne monk. We will 
start the day with Lauds at 7:10am and end with Vigils starƟng 
at 7:05pm. The program is scheduled to take place on the  
second Saturday of each month, so if you would like to join us, 
and other young men for a day of discernment, please call  
Father Thomas, OSB, @216-721-5300 Ext. 225, for further de-
tails, walk-ups not accepted. Space is limited. 

The Bringing America Back to Life ConvenƟon is the premier 
Diocesan-wide pro-life event: 2 jam-packed days filled with the 
naƟon’s top speakers, workshops, and exhibitors. To discover 
more about this must-see event, view the impressive line-up of 
speakers, and register for “In-Person” or “Live-Stream” opƟons, 
visit hƩps://bringingamericabacktolife.org/ or call (216)246-
9127. Join us March 13-14 as we Bring America Back to Life! 

Around the Diocese 

SIXTH ANNUAL PIEROGI FUNDRAISER 
 

We are once again offering the same wonderful Sue’s Pierogis 
you’ve enjoyed at past fish fries.  These homemade pierogis will 
be fully cooked.  Take them home and heat them up, add some 
sautéed onions and sour cream and you can 
have a little taste of our annual Lenten Fish 
Fry.  If you want to purchase enough for the 
Lenten season, they can be frozen. 
You will be able to place your order either by Order Form 
(found in back of Church) or via Email AND you will have two 
opportunities to place your order. 
 

PIEROGI SELECTIONS (sold by the dozen) 
  

     Savory Pierogi: Potato / Potato with Cheese / 
 Potato with Onion / Sauerkraut 
     Sweet Pierogi: Cottage Cheese / Lekvar-Prune filled 
  

Cost: $15.00/baker’s dozen – Accepting Cash or Check (make 
checks payable to St. Stephen Church) 

     First Order Form deadline: Sunday, February 22nd 
     First Email order deadline: Wednesday, February 25th 
                  First Order pick up: Friday, March 6th 

 

Second Order Form deadline: Sunday, March 8th 
Second Email order deadline: Wednesday, March 11th 
             Second Order pick up: Friday, March 20th 

  

Paper Order Forms are located at the back of the church.   
Completed forms with payment can be placed in the collection 
basket. 
 Email Orders can be sent to: ststephendh@gmail.com 
 Provide your name, phone number, type of pierogi you want, 
and the quantity.  (i.e. Potato with Cheese / 1 dozen).   

Payment due at pick up. 
 Order Pick Up:  from 4:30pm to 7:00pm at the St. Stephen Fish 
Fry….located in the Michael Building Cafeteria. 

CONDOLENCES TO… 

Parishioners, Jacqueline Garcia, her children, Lorena  
and CharloƩe, family and friends on the passing of  
Jacqueline’s Father, Juan Garcia Espinal on  
February 12, 2026. 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon him. May his soul and the souls of all the faithfully depart-
ed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 



2026 Lenten Season 

2026 Sã. Sã�Ö«�Ä L�Äã�Ä F®Ý« FÙù  
Eò�Ùù FÙ®��ù DçÙ®Ä¦ L�Äã Eø��Öã GÊÊ� FÙ®��ù 

 

The Fish Fry will be in full swing from 4:30pm — 7:00pm with all of your favorites from the past.  The Fish Fry  
will be served on these Fridays during Lent:  February 27, March 6, 13, 20 & 27.  The menu is located on the back 
table in the Church and is listed at ststephencleveland.org.  Enjoy a good meal with good company!   
Meals will be served in the school cafeteria in the building just south of the Convent Building, 1891 W. 57th St.  Access the 
cafeteria from the church parking lot off of W. 57th St.  Signs will be posted.  If you can’t stay to eat in, all dinners and side orders 
are available for take-out. 
Want to get involved?   
- Volunteer a few hours of your Ɵme to help make the Fish Fry a big success!  On-site helpers are welcome any Ɵme between 2:30 

and 7:30pm each Friday.  Call or text Herb at (216) 402-7437 for more informaƟon. 
- Pastry donaƟons (home-baked or store-bought) are always welcome.  Drop them off at the church during business hours on 

Thursday or Friday, or call the rectory at (216) 631-5633 Wednesday to arrange a pick-up, or bring your donaƟon when you 
come to the Fish Fry!   

 GUIDE ON FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 
 

AbsƟnence: 
 

 Begins on one’s 14th birthday. 
 Ash Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent. 
 Abstain from meat. 
 

Days of Fast: 
 

 Applies to everyone aged 18 to 59, inclusive. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
One full meal permiƩed and two other meals may be taken 
which, when combined, are less than a full meal. 
 

 If possible, the fast on Good Friday is conƟnued unƟl the 
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast"  
to honor the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus, and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and celebrate more 
readily His ResurrecƟon.  

 

 Those that are excused from fast and absƟnence outside 
the age limits include the physically or mentally ill including 
individuals suffering from chronic illnesses such as  
diabetes. Also excluded are pregnant or nursing women. 

LENT AND EASTER SCHEDULE 
 

 February 27 ........ 5:00 PM English Mass 
 5:30 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
 

 March 4 ............... 5:00 PM—8:00 PM  
 Evening of Confession   

 March 6 ............... 5:00 PM LaƟn Mass (1st Friday) 
 5:30 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
 

 March 13 ............. 5:00 PM  English Mass 
 5:30 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
 

 March 20 ............. 5:00 PM English Mass  
 5:30 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
 

 March 27 ............. 5:00 PM  English Mass 
 5:30 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
 

 March 29 ............. Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
  8:00 AM English Mass 
 9:15 AM Procession — No Confessions 
 11:00 AM English Mass 
 

 April 1 ................. Wednesday in Holy Week  
  6:30 PM LaƟn Mass 
  Tenebrae to follow 
 

 April 2 ................. Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper  
  7:00 PM English Mass  
 (AdoraƟon unƟl Midnight) 
 

 April 3 ................. Good Friday 
 2:00 PM StaƟons of the Cross 
  3:00 PM Passion of our Lord 
 

 April 4 ................. Holy Saturday 
 8:45 PM English Mass  
 

 April 5 ................. Easter Sunday 
 Cancelled 8:00 AM Mass  
 No Confessions 
 9:30 AM LaƟn Mass 
  11:00 AM English Mass 

2026 DIOCESAN-WIDE EVENING OF CONFESSION  
 

The 2026 diocesan-wide Evening of Confession will take place 
on Wednesday, March 4, 2026 from 5-8 p.m.  

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) RICE BOWL 
Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put 
their faith into acƟon through prayer, fasƟng and almsgiving. 
Through CRS Rice Bowl, families learn about how our sisters 
and brothers across the globe overcome hardships like hunger 
and malnutriƟon.  CRS Rice Bowl is one way Catholics can  
enhance their Lenten fasƟng pracƟce by giving 
up meals and donaƟng the cost of those meals 
to Catholic Relief Services in order to help 
those who do not have enough to eat. 
Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl today from the table in the 
back of the church, and begin engaging your family in the daily 
pillars of Lent: Prayer, FasƟng and Almsgiving.   

Visit crsricebowl.org for more informaƟon 

LENTEN SEASON SPIRITUAL GUIDES  
Copies of the Magnificat Lenten Companion are available to 
help enhance your spiritual journey during this Lenten Season.  
Pick up your copy today as you exit Church aŌer Mass. 



We sell LaƟn Mass 
Missals & ManƟllas! 

We deal  
in vintage 
clothing & 
household 

items! 

Parish Community AdverƟsements 

Specializing 
in vintage 
religious 
items for 

your home! 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church • 1930 W. 54th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44102 • 216.631.5633 
 

 

🌟 Enrolling Now! 🌟 
 

Metro Catholic School 
A Faith-Filled Education  

for PreK-8 
 

Call us at 216-281-4044 
Visit metrocatholic.org 

Help defray our costs of 
prinƟng with your “freewill 

offering” and see your adver-
Ɵsement here in future 

Weekly BulleƟns! 
 

GOD BLESS and THANK YOU ! 
 

Please Call the Parish Office  
for more informaƟon  

 

PRAYER REQUEST LINES 
 

Carmelite Sisters (Cleveland Hts.)  216-321-6568 

Poor Clare Colettines (Rocky River Dr.)  216-941-2820 

Poor Clare Nuns (Euclid Ave.) 216-361-0783 

Sisters of Notre Dame (Chardon) 440-279-1163 

Sisters of Saint Joseph (Rocky River Dr.) 216-252-0548 

Ursuline Sisters (Pepper Pike/Mayfield) 440-449-1200,  
          ext. 103 
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